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document that was signed 
when Mr. (Gary) Steppe was 
superintendent,” Jennings told 
the board. “Now that we have 
a brand new superintendent 
(Dr. Fred Rayfield), I want to 
update this document. I'm sure 
he (Dr. Rayfield) is aware of it 
and has signed it in previous 
counties. Every county has 
an extension office and they 
all have a Memorandum of 
Understanding.”

The board unanimously 
approved the 2016-2017 
contracts with the Ninth District 
Head Start.

“These are the standard 
contracts  that  the board 
approves on an annual basis 
for their relationship with 
Ninth District Head Start,” Dr. 
Rayfield said. “They outline 
their (Ninth District Head Start) 

responsibilities and the (Union 
County) Board of Education's 
responsibilities, and nothing 
has changed in those contracts 
from the previous year.”

The  accep t ance  o f 
federal funds for the Union 
County Learning Enrichment 
Center for the fiscal year 2017 
was unanimously approved 
by the board. The Learning 
Enrichment Center is an after 
school program that serves 170 
students from all five schools 
with an additional 12 hours of 
weekly support. 

“The students receive 45 
minutes a day in reading, 45 
minutes a day in math, and 45 
minutes a day in enrichment,” 
Associate Superintendent 
Dr. Jeremy Williams said. 
“We're entering the third year 
of this grant, and our funding 

did go down a little bit from 
$350,000 because the high 
school numbers are difficult to 
maintain. 

“Trying to keep high 
school kids after school for 12 
hours a week is a challenge. 
We're okay with the decrease 
in funds because we're actually 
serving more high school kids 
over the course of the year, 
it's just that they're not there 
all year. If we're able to get a 
student in for 6 weeks, that's 
better than not getting them 
in at all.”

On  o ther  i t ems  on 
the agenda, the board is 
undergoing the final steps to 
receive reimbursement from 
the state for the Union County 
Primary School renovation in 
the amount of $900,000. The 
board will be notifying the 
state that the renovations are 
complete so they can recover 
the necessary funds.

Pickleball players pack in county meeting

By Shawn Jarrard
North Georgia News
Staff Writer

Close to 100 Pickleball players, most from Blairsville but 
some from around the region, piled into the July County 
Commission Meeting. 

USAPA Ambassador 
David Block

Nearly 100 Pickleball 
players joined Union County 
Sole Commissioner Lamar 
Paris for his regular county 
meeting on Thursday, July 21.

Every pew was filled 
inside Courtroom A of the 
Union County Courthouse, 
as well as all the seats in the 
juror area and around the front 
of the central podium, mostly 
with members of the Blairsville 
Pickleball Club.

A select number of guests 
spoke in the meeting, including 
USA Pickleball Association 
ambassadors from nearby 
Towns County, Clay County, 
NC, and Cherokee County, 
NC, and even Bill  Hess, 
USAPA regional ambassador 
for Georgia.

M a r i a n  S c h n e i d e r, 
spokesperson for Blairsville 
Pickleball, introduced the 
special guests, who took turns 
enlightening the commissioner 
on the value that Pickleball 
has added to their individual 
communities, including a 
major tournament in Towns 
County that not too long ago 

contributed an estimated 
$400,000 in economic impact 
to that community.

Right here in Union 
County,  a  couple of  the 
Blairsville Pickleball players 
taught kids at the school 
how to play, and they said 
that the administration will 
be incorporating the sport as 
an option in the upcoming 
curriculum.

David Block of Union 
County, who is a board certified 
neurologist and psychologist as 
well as a USAPA ambassador, 
expounded on the physical 
benefits of Pickleball.

“ M y  i n t e r e s t  i n 
Pickleball began really from the 
perspective of health, and what 
did it mean, especially as I got 
older, what did it mean to grow 
old and to lose, unfortunately, 
whatever faculties and abilities 
I had 60 years ago,” said Block. 
“And I learned how to play 
Pickleball, and it has really 
been quite an extraordinary 
journey for me.”

Currently,  there are 
two places to play Pickleball 
in Union County, thanks to 
involvement from Union 
County Recreation Director 
Larry Conley and the continued 
interest of now more than 100 
Blairsville Pickleball Club 
members – a couple of converted 
tennis courts at Meeks Park and 
a few courts at the Old Middle 
School Gym.

It was pointed out that the 
only “destination” Pickleball 
arena currently in the state is 
in Towns County, and those 
gathered Thursday wished to 
impress upon Commissioner 
Paris the growing nature of the 
sport in order to make a case for 
a dedicated Pickleball facility in 
Union County.

Commissioner Paris 
addressed the large Pickleball 
group, explaining that SPLOST 
funds are what would need to 
be used to build a dedicated 
Pickleball arena in Union 

County, and that that would 
need to be carefully planned 
out moving forward, in order 
to take care of projects that 
are already on the list to be 
completed.

“Now, that doesn’t mean 
that we don’t have funds,” said 
Commissioner Paris. “We may 
have some extra funds, and the 
reason we may have is because 
our economy is really doing 
good right now. 

“Our sales tax revenue 
is above projection, so we’re 
feeling a little bit of relief as 
far as having some funding to 
do this. But putting it in the 
line and in the chain of other 
projects that we have going is 
the other issue in how we fit it 
in and when we fit it in.”

Another hurdle for the 
timeline of a potential Pickleball 
arena is location, according to 
the commissioner, as he and the 
county so far have been unable 
to find a piece of land that 
would accommodate a structure 
and the necessary parking.

“We hear you, we know 
there’s a great interest, we know 

it’s a worthwhile sport and we 
know that it’s going to be here 
hopefully for a long time to 
come,” said Commissioner 
Paris, adding that the county 
was likely about a year and 
a half out from solving the 
Pickleball situation.

Also in the meeting, 
the commissioner signed a 
proclamation recognizing 
July 17, 2016, as the 75th 
anniversary of the Nottely 
Dam and Reservoir, located in 
what was formerly known as 
Thompson Canyon.

The dam was completed 
in roughly six months, from 
July 1941 to January 1942, 
and cost $8 million dollars, 
and the commissioner said 
that the dam and reservoir 
have served their purposes 
“of flood control and water 
conservation by protecting 
lives and preventing hundreds 
of millions of dollars in flood 
damage, as well as generating 
power for the region.”

In other July 21 meeting 
business, the commissioner 
accepted roughly $850,000 in 
Accountability Court Grants 
from the state, which Union 
County receives and distributes 
throughout the Enotah Judicial 
Circuit for programs such as 
mental health court, felony drug 
court, family drug court and 
the Juvenile Justice Incentive 
Grant. 

These grants come to 
the circuit after each county 
contributes a matching amount 
each year, toward which Union 
County gives $50,000 from 
an account set aside for the 
collection of court fees and 
fines to pay that amount.

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r 
a l so  appo in ted  Jenn i fe r 
Queen as county clerk, since 
she has completed all of her 
certifications “in record time,” 
and he appointed Barbara Hale 
to the Union County Library 
Board of Trustees for a three-
year term that started on July 1 
and will end on June 30, 2019.
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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

706-781-3015 • 417 Blue Ridge Street
Book Online at www.vagaro.com/salontru
Susan Anderson • Glory McGinn

Lindsey Gaylord • Sarah Jane Serra
Valorie Carter • Sasha Watson

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

Complete hands-on experience with 
horses and riding. *See website for 
discount details.  Advance reservations 
required. 

Daily or Weekly  
Beginning June 6 

Horse Camp 
Summer at Trackrock Stables

706-745-5252 

www.TrackrockStables.com

Get up to $50 off*
706-896-0051

Debra D. Spaulding
Hearing Instrument Specialist

411D HIGHWAY 515 • BLAIRSVILLE, GA

PLACE YOUR
AD HERE!

Advertise with other 
Local Business here in 

the Blairsville area!
Contact Joe Collins

706-835-8769
or 706-745-6343

Declare your financial
independence. Call today.

Flip Varney
Financial Advisor
.

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Flip Varney
Financial Advisor
.

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Located in Blairsville, GA
706-781-1423

WAZOO! Quilting
Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration

Quick Turn Around 

706•400•2988

6310 Murphy Hwy., Blairsville 
706-745-0027 

www.farmfreshbeef.net
farmfreshprocessing@gmail.com

Fresh
Cuts
All

Natural
Meats!

Paint & Staining Specialist • 25 Years Experience!

RESERVE NOW FOR  
Spring & Summer Exterior  

Painting and Staining!
Serving Towns, Union & Clay Counties

blueridgepaintingservices.com

706-970-1409391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Cindy Byers, Producer
458 Hwy 515 E, Suite B, Blairsville

cindy@moore-insurance.com

Moore Insurance Services Inc.

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

935 Murphy Hwy.
706-745-3378

Misty Garrison • Lisa Harris

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy 
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
cial  Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia 
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

We
Make
Loans.s..

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE

 706-745-6111
www.1ffc.com

Ask for Chris
(706)400-9824

Ask for Mallory
(706)897-8297

Blairsville
Pressure Washing

Decks - Driveways - Single Level Homes


